SEARCH   FOR  A  RULER
espousal of the Arab cause in Syria,1 his leadership of the Arab
forces in the Hijaz and in Syria and his election as the first
Arab ruler of Damascus since the Ummayads, <ecured his
standing as an Arab patriot. His personality and his character
which had won and were to continue to win the affection of
British officials with whom he associated, were expected to gain
the adherence of the 'Iraqis among whom a strong sentiment
in his favour already existed.
His short-lived kingship at Damascus, it was believed, had
revealed to him the difficulties of a purely Arab administra-
tion and the danger of relying entirely on an Arab ariny.-
British advice and assistance to the new kingdom would,
therefore, it was hoped, be welcomed for their own sake and
be regarded not merely as onerous conditions imposed by the
Power which had given him his throne.
As a secondary consideration, it was felt that Faisal's nomina-
tion would, in part, redeem the promises made during the war
to the Sharif in particular and to the Arabs in general and thus
rehabilitate British prestige in the Arab world. It would, in
addition, mitigate Faisal's bitterness against the British
Government for what he believed to be its responsibility in his
overthrow at Damascus.3
Mr. Churchill believed, moreover, that if Faisal were installed
in Iraq, the British Government would acquire increased
control both over him and over his father, the Sharif of Mecca,
who was still proving intractable and exasperating in his
relations with Great Britain. At a meeting of the Special
1 His efforts to secure the release of the Syrians accused of treason during the
war nearly cost him his own life.  See Djemal Pasha, op. cit., pp. 217-18.
2 Amir Faisal, in his unpublished Memoirs, written during his sojourn in
Italy in 1920, spoke, however, in glowing terms of his own Arab forces of the
desert campaign, and declared that had they fought at Maisalun the French
would not have won the engagement.
3  In his Memoirs, Amir Faisal maintained, not always correctly, that he had
followed faithfully the advice of his British Advisers in all his relations with
the French, relying on the help which they promised; that they had discouraged
his summoning of his Hijazi followers; and that in the crucial hour of his need,
they had abandoned him to the French.
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